[The expression of CD57 immunoreactivity in endocrine cells of human pancreas].
CD57, a glycoprotein, is a specific antigen presented on the surface of human natural killer cells and killer cells. The monoclonal antibody to CD57 has been available. In this study, the avidin-biotin-peroxidase complex (ABC) technique visualized with glucose oxidase-DAB-nickle (GDN) was used to detect the expression of CD57 in endocrine cells of human pancreas. The results showed that the CD57 immunoreactive (CD57-IR) cells were scattered throughout human pancreas. Most of positive cells were localized in the pancreatic islets. Grouped or single cells occurred intercalated between acinar cells, as well as in the epithelium of pancreatic ducts. The anti-CD57-monoclonal antibody stained the myelin sheaths of nerve fibers in all tissues investigated. Alternative sections immunostained with antibodies against bioactive peptides proved the coexistence of CD57 and Glu, SS, HPP or PS in endocrine cells. The significance of the expression of CD57 immunoreactivity in endocrine cells of human pancreas was discussed.